Multifocal discitis caused by Staphylococcus warneri.
Staphylococcus warneri is a coagulase-negative staphylococcus that is a normal inhabitant of the skin but occasionally causes septicemia and endocarditis. We report a case of multifocal discitis caused by S. warneri in an immunocompetent patient. Only three cases of spinal S. warneri infections have been reported in the literature. They illustrate the atypical clinical presentation, with chronic pain of increasing severity in the thoracic or lumbar spine instead of the abrupt onset that characterizes S. aureus discitis. In our patient, despite the multifocal distribution of the lesions, heretofore unreported, clinical presentation suggested common low back pain. This presentation may be ascribable to the unique bacteriological characteristics of S. warneri. The case reported here illustrates the diagnostic challenges sometime raised by discitis due to coagulase-negative staphylococci.